Bioretention facilities are engineered facilities that store and treat stormwater by filtering it
through a specified soil profile. Water that enters the facility ponds in an earthen depression
or other basin (e.g., concrete planter) before it infiltrates into the underlying bioretention
soil. Stormwater that exceeds the surface storage capacity overflows to an adjacent drainage
system. Treated water is either infiltrated into the underlying native soil or collected by an
underdrain and discharged. Bioretention facilities are considered Stormwater Treatment and
Flow Control BMPs/Facilities when used to help meet Minimum Requirements #6 (treatment),
#7 (flow control), or both.

The main components of bioretention facilities are listed below with descriptions of their
function and key maintenance considerations.
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Inlet: Stormwater can flow into a bioretention facility in a number of ways including:
dispersed flow across vegetated areas, sheet flow across impervious areas, or
concentrated flow through curb cuts and/or piped flow inlets. Inlets must be
maintained to be unobstructed to ensure that stormwater enters the facility as
designed. Erosion control measures must also be maintained in areas of concentrated
flows (e.g., pipes inlets or narrow curb cuts).

Facility footprint: The facility footprint is typically an earthen depression or another
type of basin (e.g., concrete planter box) that provides surface storage for stormwater
before it infiltrates into the underlying bioretention soil. If the facility is located on a
slope, low permeability check dams may be included (oriented perpendicular to the

slope) to encourage ponding. Key maintenance considerations for the facility footprint
include the following:

o The integrity of earthen berms and basin walls must be maintained, soil areas must
be protected from erosion, and accumulated sediment must be removed.

o Bioretention facilities are designed to infiltrate all ponded water within a 24-
to 48-hour “drawdown” time after the end of a storm. This allows the soil to
dry out periodically in order to restore the hydraulic capacity of the system and
prevent conditions supportive of mosquito breeding. Slower drawdown times may
indicate that the underdrain (if present) is plugged or the bioretention soil is
overly compacted, clogged, or does not meet design specifications. Corrective
maintenance may include clearing underdrain obstructions or partial or complete
replacement of bioretention soil to restore bioretention facility function.

Bioretention soil: Infiltration of stormwater through the engineered bioretention soil
mix provides water quality treatment. All maintenance activities must be performed in
a manner to prevent compaction of the bioretention soil.

Mulch: The bioretention soil is covered by a layer of mulch, comprised of arborist
wood chips, compost, and/or rocks. Mulch reduces weed establishment. Organic
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mulches regulate soil temperatures and moisture, and add organic matter to soil. The
mulch layer must be supplemented regularly.

e Vegetation: Bioretention systems rely on vegetation (i.e., grasses, shrubs, and
sometimes trees) to intercept, uptake, and evapotranspire stormwater. In addition,
plant roots improve soil structure and increase infiltration capacity. Regular
maintenance activities associated with vegetation include weeding and pruning.
Plants also require irrigation during the first 2 to 3 years of establishment and during
extended dry periods.

e Overflow: Flows exceeding the capacity of the facility are discharged via an overflow
structure (e.g., pipe, curb cut, earthen channel). It is important to maintain clear
outlet pipes and overflow structures to ensure that stormwater can be safely conveyed
to a designated discharge point (e.g., storm drain system).

e Underdrains (optional): Underdrains are optional components of a bioretention
facility that may be included in bioretention systems where, for example, infiltration
to underlying soil is not prudent or feasible. Underdrains are installed under the
bioretention soil layer to collect and convey treated water. An underdrain system can
be comprised of perforated or slotted pipe, wrapped in an aggregate blanket. it is
important to maintain clear drains so that water moves through system as designed.
Maintenance may include occasional cleaning to remove plant roots or debris. If
underdrains are equipped with a flow restrictor (e.g., orifice) to attenuate flows, the
orifice must be inspected and cleaned regularly.

Nutrient sensitivity of the receiving water is also an important maintenance consideration,
particularly in watersheds draining to phosphorous limited water bodies. The addition of
excess fertilizers to the system and/or systems operating in bypass, can increase the
potential for export of phosphorous found in bioretention soil or compost and increase
nutrient loads to downstream receiving waters.

For a bioretention system to function properly, stormwater must infiltrate freely through the
bioretention soil. The soil infiltration rate can be reduced if the soil is subject to compaction
(e.g., foot and vehicle traffic loads). To limit the likelihood of corrective maintenance (e.g.,
bioretention soil replacement), the facility footprint area should be protected from external
loads. Because the risk of compaction is higher when soils are saturated, any type of loading
in the bioretention facility (including foot traffic) should be avoided during wet conditions.

Signage can also be used to identify the vegetated area as a stormwater BMP and inform
maintenance crews and the general public about protecting the facility’s function.

Table 3 provides the recommended maintenance frequencies, standards, and procedures for
bioretention facility components. The level of routine maintenance required and the
frequency of corrective maintenance actions may increase for facilities subject to high
sediment loads from the contributing drainage area.

{
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